
    “Over the Hedge”  
 Hedgesville United Methodist Newsletter 

                       May 2022 
 

Welcome Chaplain Lindsey Arnold 

Chaplain Lindsey Arnold is a United Methodist pastor who served in the Army from 1972-2004.  He entered the Army directly after 

high school and served in Korea, remaining in the Reserves while attending Seattle Pacific University, Princeton Theological 

Seminary, and pastoring churches in Washington State.  Returning to active duty as a chaplain, he served throughout the United 

States as well as three tours in Germany, one in Turkey, and in both Operation Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  He 

retired from active duty in 2004, and worked in private industry as a senior manager while providing pastoral assistance to 

numerous local churches; most recently as an Ecumenical Associate at St. Mark’s (Lappans) Episcopal Church in Boonsboro, 

Maryland.   

In addition to theological schooling, Chaplain Arnold is a graduate of numerous military schools, including both the Marine Corps and 

Army Command and Staff Courses; the latter in which he stood first in his class in Strategic Studies.  His military decorations include 

two awards of the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, five awards of the Meritorious Service Medal, and the Army Parachute Badge. 

Chaplain Arnold and his wife, Kerry, live in Williamsport, Maryland.  Their sons, David  

and Russell, are both graduates of West Point and served with the 1st Infantry Division  

in Iraq.  They and their families now reside, respectively, in Fayetteville, North Carolina  

and Temple, Texas.  Their oldest daughter, Shelby, and her husband both graduated  

from the Air Force Academy and reside with their family in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Their  

youngest daughter, Kaelyn, holds Fine Arts degrees from Fordham University in New  

York, and Trinity-Lavan in London; and resides with her husband in Manhattan.  Lindsey  

and Kerry are blessed with 10 grandchildren; for which they praise the Lord daily. 
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May 

1 Bob Shickle 

5 Kelly Staup 

6 Jamie Curry 

13 Keith Pruitt 

16 Ann Engels  

17 Amanda Pirrone Hannan 

22 Heather Shane Moreland 

22 Julie Shane Smith 

23 Donald “Buddy” Donaldson 

25 Jessica Knill Lopez 

26 Jennifer Beagle 

27 Joseph Hannan 

28 Angelo Lopez 

 



 

From the 4th Pew 
 

Wow has the Month of April been a very busy and quick month.  Spring at HUMC, and we have gone through lots of 

changes.   Chaplin Lindsay Arnold is a blessing and I feel doing a great job in planting Jesus seeds amongst us all.  Let me 

try to recap some of the activities for the past month and give some insight to the Month of May. 

 

First of all I like to welcome Chaplin Lindsay Arnold to HUMC.  I believe he is a great!  

 

Loaves & Fishes 

 During the month, Loaves & Fishes provide 47 boxes of food which translates into 130 adults and 50 children with 

food.  Grow to Share which is hosted by Hedgesville Presbyterian Church had some 50+ tomato plants to hand out along 

with packets of seeds.  Our numbers are down from the previous months, but it is contributed to April having 5 weeks not 

4.  We are truly blessed with the amount of volunteer help we have from not only HUMC but from the various Hedgesville 

area churches. Thank You! 

 

Building & Grounds 

 As the warmer weather continues to bless us, HUMC Building & Grounds is starting to work on some of the various 

jobs around the church.  Some of the expected improvements that will take place in the coming month are: 

- New Chair Lift: We are replacing our old chair lift sorry to say has broken down.  Week of May 8th the new chair 

lift will be installed.  Can’t wait so see this!! 

 

- Upgraded Security System: we have our security system upgrade with outdoor security cameras that cover the 

entire outside perimeter.  Stop by the office to see what the cameras pickup.   

 

- New Handicap Parking Signage:  Saturday, April 23rd a group of volunteers have installed new Handicap Parking 

signs.  This is just the beginning of improving the outdoor parking area as well as sprucing up.  Below are some 

pictures taken show the hard work taking place.   A big thank you goes out to Curtis, Mike, Dan Custer and Andy 

Berkemeijer installing the signs.  

We have more signs to install, (one way, no parking, no smoking) around the building.  We hope to re-seal and 

paint new handicap and parking space with new lines.   

 

     
(Curtis Hite, Mike Shickle, Dan Custer, Andy Berkemeijer) 

 

 

 

 



Community Outreach 

- Community Dinners will be the 3rd Thursdays of each month.  We have some very dedicated chefs who spend the 

time preparing these community dinners.  Come on down, enjoy of your brothers and sisters in Christ!!  Meet your 

neighbors you haven’t seen in while.  The Community Dinner is open to all!! 

 

- Good Friday Service was conducted by Chaplin Lindsay and was just a wonder, thought provoking in what it was 

like for Jesus and the disciples went through.  God sacrificed his Son for us and we need to remember we are here 

to spread the word to all. 

 

- Easter Services: He has Risen!!  Easter Sunrise Services were conducted by Paster Vanessa Smith, Hedgesville 

Presbyterian Church it was a bit chilly, but very beautiful in watching the sunrise!!  HUMC had a large attendance 

at our 11:00 a.m. service and it is great to have such a great time! 

 

- The Way Forward:  Early April, the Leadership Board, along with Helen McProuty gave a quick update on the 

United Methodist Church, The Way Forward after the church service.  It is not a simple explanation and there are 

many moving parts.  In future publishing I will try to outline in simple terms what this means to HUMC. 

 

Some thought to take and ponder this time of year from The Book of Legends, page 533:253. 

He who goes abroad in the days of springtime and sees the trees in blossom should say, “Blessed be He who has not 

deprived His world of aught and has created in it goodly creatures and goodly trees for the enjoyment of mankind.”  Psalm 

150:6. What is it that gives enjoyment to the breath and not to the body? You must say that it is a fragrant odor.  (254) 

When a man sees beautiful trees or beautiful people, he should say, “Blessed be He who has created such beautiful 

creatures in His world.” 

 

Alter Guild        

Janice Leonard 

 

Methodist Men       2nd Saturday at 9am 

All men are invited and encouraged to attend. Come join us for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Scouts BSA – Ages 11 through 18    Meetings held Thursdays at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Boys Troop POC Scoutmaster Robert Uccellini at 304-671-2199 or Hedgesville.troop.37@gmail.com 

Girls Troop POC Scoutmaster Heather Staley – 304-886-3212 or Hedgesville.troop.37@gmail.com 

 

Cub Scouts – Kindergarten through the 5th grade Meetings held Tuesdays at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall   

Pack POC Cubmaster James Humen at 304-582-2080 or CSPack37@gmail.com 

 

Loaves and Fishes          Fourth Saturday 9am to 11am   Help is always appreciated! 

Karen Bethke    Bill Bethke 

karenbethke.rorr@gmail.com  bill_bethke@yahoo.com 

301-992-1368    571-216-9320 

 

If you are interested in donating, we are looking for volunteers and the following items: 

Pasta Sides, Spaghetti Sauce, Spaghetti Pasta, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, Canned Meats, Canned Soups, Canned 

Vegetables, Ramen Noodles, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Oatmeal, Rice, Dry Beans, and Cereal.  

Glass jars can be a problem, select plastic jars or cans if available. 

Our Cupboards are BARE, We would greatly appreciate any contributions 

Food Donations: 

Deliver to church, call first 

301-992-1368 or 571-216-9320 

 

Monetary Donation Made Out to: 

Hedgesville Loaves & Fishes 

PO Box 35 

Hedgesville, WV 25427 
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Annual Conference 2022 

Annual Conference 2022 will be held on June 1-3, 2022. 

In addition to general housekeeping issues like budget approval for next year. There are 6 

resolutions delegates are being asked to consider and vote on.  They are as follows: 

 Designate Salem-Baltimore Hispanic UMC, Baltimore as a Mission of the BW Conference 

and Congregation in Transformation 

 Establish a conference team to assess the disposition of proceeds from the sale of 

closed black church property and reinvest in black congregations 

 Endorse the Christmas Covenant and the creation of a US regional conference 

 Celebrate Lovely Lane UM Church’s 250th anniversary 

 Promote housing security for all by creating a seat on the BWC Advocacy and Action 

Board that focuses on Housing Security Justice and Advocacy 

 Encourage the use of private and public resources to adapt to global warming—

encourage everyone to consider redirecting their efforts and resources away from 

stopping global warming and find ways to adapt to it. 

Most of these resolutions either are relevant to one church alone or encourage advocacy in 

areas various individuals have interests in.  

What is the Christmas Covenant?  A in depth description can be found on-line at 

https://www.christmascovenant.com .  It is an effort to promote equity among the various 

Central Conferences around the world.  It would change the term “Central Conference” to 

“Regional Conference”.  It establishes equity among all regional conferences by giving them 

legislative powers to adopt policies and practice ministry and mission in their own contexts and 

prevents conferences from imposing their contextual policies and ministry practices on others. 

Further information on Annual Conference can be found at: 

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2022-annual-conference/ 

If you would like to read the above resolutions in full, they are posted at:  

https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2022-annual-conference/2022-resolutions/ 

If there is a resolution you would prefer me not to vote in the affirmative on, please let me 

know.   

Thank you,  

Helen McProuty  

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 

 

 

https://www.christmascovenant.com/
https://www.bwcumc.org/events/2022-annual-conference/2022-resolutions/


 

Small Groups             
 

Prayer Fellowship with Lay Leader Helen McProuty       Thursday at 10am in the Library 

Adult Sunday School with Helen McProuty & Lori Pruitt Sunday at 9:30am in the Library 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***The Holy Spirit fuels our Souls*** 

 

Let Us All Remember Those That Need Our Prayers 

HUMC Current Prayer List 

Mert Peitersen, Tim Sheridan, Tom Van Dyke, Marvin & Dale Thomas & Family, Gloria Riner, 

Debbie Kidwell & Family, Matt Cookus & family, Jamie, Glen and Audrey. 

 

We know how prayer reaches out to help those in need 

So, take the time and talk to the Father! 

 

 


