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A Thought from Your Chaplain

Greetings!  As I write this, I am just completing five months as your chaplain.  Back then, I felt honored to be 
asked by our bishop to come and lend a hand to HUMC.  After these five months, I continued to feel 
honored—and also truly privileged.  As a church, your faith in Christ is profound and it truly joys my heart to 
be with you every Sunday in worship.  As God wills, I look forward to being with you for a long time.  

It is hard to believe that we are already half-way through August!  Teachers are about to return to school, with 
students to follow shortly.  Although many of us are beyond school age ourselves, we certainly remember what 
returning to school after the summer was like.  Seeing our children, grandchildren, or our neighbors’ children on
their way to class—or even just school buses back on the road; often reminds us of those days.

This is true about church also—at least for those of us who grew up in the church.  Church “holidays” like 
Pentecost or Advent, hymns we sang when we were young and still sing, even the very look and feel of a 
church building itself; can connect us to times past.  

Jesus was in that past, but calls us to live, and love, and serve Him today, right now.  All those good times and 
memories have a purpose—to encourage us and give us strength to follow Him today.  Writing to you this 
morning, I cannot know exactly what He is calling each of you to do, who He is bringing your lives to help, or 
what you are experiencing that leads you to call on Him for help.  But I do know that whatever all these things 
are, He will be there—for Jesus is not only Someone in your past; but is in your life right now, and will be with 
you forever.  Praise the Lord!

Message From Your Lay Leader

Two years ago, you, the people of Hedgesville UMC, greeted me, a newcomer to the community, with 
grace and favor.  You gave me a place to serve and helped me put roots down in my new home.  Any idea I 
wanted to try you all gave me the encouragement and space to work on.  When I was hesitant to move forward 
you were patient until the right time and then someone would give me a loving push from behind saying, “You 
can do this, I know you can.”  After two years I am still asking where things are, and not once have I gotten an 
eye roll or a sigh.  Thank you. I am grateful for the support I received from you all during these multiple years 
of challenge and change.  Hedgesville UMC is an awesome community of believers!

Challenges and Changes.  For my husband, Tim and I it is his health issues, adjustment to retirement, 
Covid, moving, a new community, deaths and family issues.  I’m sure the challenges and changes in your life 



have been just as significant and life altering (if not more so) as the changes in ours.  I would welcome a boring,
mundane year or two.  But it doesn’t look like we are done with adventures yet, not for a while anyway.

In the midst of all this change I feel God’s call to a deeper walk with him, a call to greater intimacy.  
Have you heard that call as well?  Finding that path will make the changes and challenges seem to disappear.  I 
am convinced that each one of our adventures is uniquely designed for each one of us to accomplish what our 
Father desires to create in our lives.  God is in the process of shaking what can be shaken.  And when we come 
out on the other side, we will be unshakable.

“No eye has seen and no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love 
Him.” ~ I Corinthians 2:9

“For I know full well the plans I have for you, plans for your welfare and not for your misfortune, plans that 
will offer you a future filled with hope.” ~ Jeremiah 29:11

COMMITTEES/GROUPS

LEADERSHIP BOARD
Helen McProuty (Acting Chair)

There is a form that is found outside the office for maintenance, and repairs of the church facilities.  If you see 
an item that needs attention, please assist the church by completing and turning into the office.  Thank you for 
your assistance.

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
Chaplain Lindsey (Chair)

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE/FAMILY MINISTRIES
Dale Thomas/Marvin Thomas (Co-chairs)

ALTAR GUILD
Janice Leonard

According to the liturgical calendar, we are in the middle of the twelve Sundays after Pentecost.  We 
remember that Pentecost is the day the church was born.  We also remember that after Christ was crucified, rose
again and spent time with His disciples, he ascended to Heaven. Pentecost followed when the Holy Spirit 
descended on the disciples.  Have you noticed the Pentecost decorations in the windows?  They were made and 
donated by Dennis Saylor and beautifully adorned with red netting by Jessica Lopez to enhance our worship. 
Thank you to both servants of the church.

This is also Ordinary or Common Time from June 6 until November 26, 2022 – a time when the church 
focuses on getting about Gospel business, missions and service.  If you have an idea to help us reach beyond the
pulpit and into the community, please pass any information along to our committee.  The committee has been in
touch with numerous members by phone and has sent weekly bulletins to shut-ins of the congregation.

We participated in honoring Mothers with flowers and Fathers with cupcakes for their special days and 
we recognized four graduates.  They are: Brady Michael and Corey Johnston, grandsons of Sonny and Evelyn 
Michael; Jonathan Nine, grandson of Ruby Cline; and Zachary Boyd, grandson of Bobbie Boyd.



We will meet in early August to plan activities for the remainder of the year.  We also have a goal of 
emptying the attic of outdated supplies and setting up an inventory of current decorating material.

METHODIST MEN 2nd Saturday at 9am
Vergil Rossie/Terry Davis (Co-Chairs)
All men are invited and encouraged to attend.  Come join us for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.

BOY SCOUTS Thursdays at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall
Robert Uccellini at 304-671-2199 or Hedgesville.troop.37@gmail.com

CUB SCOUTS Tuesdays at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall
James Humen at 304-582-2080 or CSPack37@gmail.com

SMALL GROUPS

Adult Sunday School Sunday at 9:30am in the Library
Helen McProuty and Lori Pruitt

mailto:Hedgesville.troop.37@gmail.com


LOAVES AND FISHES

Last Saturday of the Month
9am to 11am

  Help is always appreciated!

During June, Loaves & Fishes provided 98 boxes of food and children's summer snacks which translates
to 172 adults and 101 children with food. In addition, fresh vegetables were available to families during the 

distribution. We are truly blessed with the continued community support, HUMC and volunteers from 
Hedgesville area churches. Thank you for continued support.

In addition to the regular food box for July, families will also receive a bag of toiletries and families 

with children will receive a snack bag for each child. August we will also provide a bag of school supplies for 
families that signed up to receive them.

Requested school supplies are boxes of 24 count crayons, pack of 12 colored pencils, #2 pencils, glue 
sticks, two-pocket folders, wide ruled notebook paper and wide ruled single subject spiral notebooks.

Distribution is the last Saturday of the month - January through October and the third Saturday during 
November and December.

If you are interested in donating

we are looking for the following items:

Pasta Sides, Spaghetti Sauce, Spaghetti Pasta, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, Canned Meats, Canned Soups,
Canned Vegetables, Ramen Noodles, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Oatmeal, Rice, Dry Beans, and Cereal

 

Glass jars can be a problem, select plastic jars or cans if available.

Our Cupboards are BARE
We would greatly appreciate any contributions

Food Donations:
Deliver to church, call first
301-992-1368 or 571-216-9320

Monetary Donations Made Out to:
Hedgesville Loaves & Fishes
PO Box 35
Hedgesville, WV 25427

***We are blessed to have so many generous people***
Thank You



August September October

Bill Bethke 12 Helen McProuty 5 Arlene Knighten 13

Frank Albright 15 Lori Pruitt 6 Barbara Noll 13

Terry Davis 20 Mary Sue Catlett 7 Bill Moore 17

John Noll 30 Judy Erskine 8 Matthew Weber 22

Nathan Hite 8

Barbara Boyd 13

Vivian Saylor 14

Dr. Erick Hess 16

Deborah Reyme 16

Judy Bath 17

Rebecca Burkett 17

Susan Hite 17

Evelyn Michael 18

Mike Shickle 18

Alison Albright Cox 19

Ramona McClatchey 20

Bobby Weber 23

Matt Staup 28

Gail Catlett 30

BIRTHDAYS



***The Holy Spirit fuels our Souls***

Let Us All Remember Those That Need Our Prayers

We know how prayer reaches out to help those in need

So, take the time and talk to the Father!




